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ing. I Was pleased to find only devotion to God on the occasion
of Bi-Amma's death. I wish that thoughtful Hindu families will
immediately discontinue the harmful, barbarous and futile practice
of weeping and wailing as irreligious.-
I learned much else by my association with Bi-Amma. That
lady used only khadi till the very end, and that too not of fine
quality but of a coarse, common variety. Her orders were for
the use of pure khadi even for her burial. I saw these being
carried out. In the home of the Ali Brothers, I saw everyone, old
and young, wearing khadi.
Neither the Brothers nor anyone else in the house suspended
their work even for a moment. Maulana Mahomed Ali did not
stop writing. He continued to issue instructions regarding Ham-
dard and Comrade. Maulana Shaukat Ali did not stop his work
even for a single day. He had to visit Muzaffarnagar the very
next day. He punctually fulfilled that appointment. I had to
go to Ramjas College that very day. Even though the time coin-
cided with the hour of the funeral, they did not allow me to
cancel this engagement. They sent me away after assuring me
that they Would send for me to act as a pall-bearer before taking
her remains to the burial ground. All this suggests devotion to
duty, courtesy and faith in God. I have heard all this said of
Tilak Maharaj. Whatever the nature of the sad news that he
received, it made no difference to his daily routine. I have
frequently come across such devotion to duty among Englishmen,
It is not an exaggeration to say that without such patience one
is not fit to be called a human being.
PARSI RUSTOMJEE
In the death of Bi-Amma, as Maulana Shaukat Ali says,
India has lost a true soldier. With the passing away of Parsi
Rustomjee also India has lost a true spldier. So far as I am con-
cerned> I have lost a true friend. I have come across few men
like Parsi Rustomjee. He had had hardly any education. He knew
a little English and his knowledge of Gujarati was not much. He
Was not too fond of reading. Right from his youth he was in busi-
ness. Through sheer hard work he had risen from the status
of a common clerk to that of a big businessman. Despite this, he
had a keen common sense and great generosity and he was so
tolerant that, although he was an orthodox Parsi, he had the same
affection for Hindus, Muslims and Christians. I have never seen
anyone going round for funds return empty-handed from him.
Hi$ loyalty to his friends was so staunch that many gave him their